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OverviewOverview

The rationale for learner selfThe rationale for learner self--assessment assessment 
in foreign language (FL) pedagogyin foreign language (FL) pedagogy
The European Language Portfolio (ELP) as The European Language Portfolio (ELP) as 
an instrument for selfan instrument for self--assessmentassessment
ELP selfELP self--assessment integrated into assessment integrated into 
assessment procedures in formal assessment procedures in formal 
educational settingseducational settings
Necessary prerequisites and conditions for Necessary prerequisites and conditions for 
successful implementationsuccessful implementation
Concluding remarksConcluding remarks
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Learner selfLearner self--assessment assessment 
in FL educationin FL education

In learnerIn learner--centred pedagogies calculated to centred pedagogies calculated to 
promote the development of learner autonomy, promote the development of learner autonomy, 
selfself--assessment plays a central role in shaping and assessment plays a central role in shaping and 
directing the reflective processes on which such directing the reflective processes on which such 
development depends. If learners are to be fully development depends. If learners are to be fully 
involved in the setting of learning targets and the involved in the setting of learning targets and the 
selection of learning activities and materials, they selection of learning activities and materials, they 
must develop a capacity for selfmust develop a capacity for self--assessment.assessment.

(Little 2005:322)(Little 2005:322)
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Learner selfLearner self--assessment in FL assessment in FL 
educationeducation

Theoretical roots:Theoretical roots:

Assessment Assessment forfor learninglearning
LearnerLearner--centred ethos in FL educationcentred ethos in FL education
Affective/psychological factors and aspects of Affective/psychological factors and aspects of 
personal/social development inaccessible to assessment by personal/social development inaccessible to assessment by 
othersothers
Learner autonomyLearner autonomy
Needs of modern society: Needs of modern society: ‘‘Europe as a common houseEurope as a common house’’
characterised by mobility, international cooperation, characterised by mobility, international cooperation, 
professional networks etc. calls for competent language professional networks etc. calls for competent language 
users and lifelong learningusers and lifelong learning
Education for democratic citizenship: Education for democratic citizenship: ‘‘not enough merely not enough merely 
to teach about the various modes of democratic to teach about the various modes of democratic 
participation: students at all levels must also have firstparticipation: students at all levels must also have first--
hand experience of the participatory processhand experience of the participatory process’’ (Little (Little 
1999:7)1999:7)
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European Language PortfolioEuropean Language Portfolio

Structure:Structure:

a)a) a a Language PassportLanguage Passport which summarizes which summarizes 
learnerslearners’’ linguistic identity, language learning linguistic identity, language learning 
and experience and language qualifications and experience and language qualifications 
in an internationally transparent mannerin an internationally transparent manner

b)b) A A Language BiographyLanguage Biography which enables which enables 
learners to assess themselves, set learning learners to assess themselves, set learning 
targets, monitor their progress and record targets, monitor their progress and record 
learning and intercultural experienceslearning and intercultural experiences

c)c) A A DossierDossier in which learners keep samples of in which learners keep samples of 
work that best represent their FL proficiencywork that best represent their FL proficiency
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European Language PortfolioEuropean Language Portfolio

Functions:Functions:

a)a) ReportingReporting: learners record their proficiency in : learners record their proficiency in 
different languages and their learning experiences different languages and their learning experiences 
in a comprehensive, comparable and transparent in a comprehensive, comparable and transparent 
way way 

b)b) PedagogicalPedagogical: learners develop the capacity for : learners develop the capacity for 
reflection and selfreflection and self--assessment and gradually assessment and gradually 
become autonomousbecome autonomous

These two functions are These two functions are interdependentinterdependent and are and are 
served through served through summativesummative and formative selfand formative self--

assessmentassessment
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Language PassportLanguage Passport

SummativeSummative selfself--assessment for reporting assessment for reporting 
purposespurposes

An overview of language proficiency An overview of language proficiency 
according to six levels (A1according to six levels (A1--C2) and five skills C2) and five skills 
(listening, reading, spoken interaction, (listening, reading, spoken interaction, 
spoken production, writing)spoken production, writing)
SelfSelf--assessment grid: provides general assessment grid: provides general 
information about the ELP ownerinformation about the ELP owner’’s language s language 
competencecompetence
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Language BiographyLanguage Biography
Formative selfFormative self--assessment for pedagogical assessment for pedagogical 
purposespurposes

Checklists of descriptors arranged on levels and Checklists of descriptors arranged on levels and 
skills used for:skills used for:
Planning, monitoring and reflecting on learningPlanning, monitoring and reflecting on learning
Defining learning goalsDefining learning goals
Identifying learning tasksIdentifying learning tasks
Determining assessment criteriaDetermining assessment criteria
Designing (taskDesigning (task--based) curriculabased) curricula
Use of the target language (TL) as a medium of Use of the target language (TL) as a medium of 
reflection and selfreflection and self--assessment because they are assessment because they are 
available in each of the ELP owneravailable in each of the ELP owner’’s TL s TL 
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DossierDossier

Both Both summativesummative and formative selfand formative self--
assessmentassessment

‘‘processprocess’’ dossier: a collection of materials dossier: a collection of materials 
that supports learning in progressthat supports learning in progress

‘‘displaydisplay’’ dossier: a selection of learnersdossier: a selection of learners’’ work work 
that shows off their proficiency to good effectthat shows off their proficiency to good effect
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SelfSelf--assessment assessment 
through the ELPthrough the ELP

The ELP The ELP ‘‘encourages learner selfencourages learner self--assessment assessment 
and the recording of assessment by teachers, and the recording of assessment by teachers, 
educational authorities and examination educational authorities and examination 
bodiesbodies’’

(Council of Europe 2006:10)(Council of Europe 2006:10)

Given that the ELP is the property of its Given that the ELP is the property of its 
owner, the recording of teacher assessment is owner, the recording of teacher assessment is 
always independent of the learneralways independent of the learner’’s selfs self--
assessment and not used to correct itassessment and not used to correct it
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ELP selfELP self--assessment & assessment & 
external assessmentexternal assessment

Complementary rather than mutually exclusive:Complementary rather than mutually exclusive:

‘‘SelfSelf--assessment is based on the learnerassessment is based on the learner’’s s 
developed capacity to reflect on his or her own developed capacity to reflect on his or her own 
knowledge, skills and achievement, while knowledge, skills and achievement, while 
assessment by others provides an external, assessment by others provides an external, 
objective measure of the same knowledge, objective measure of the same knowledge, 
skills and achievementskills and achievement’’..

(Little and (Little and PerclovPerclovàà 2001:57)2001:57)
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Dialectic assessmentDialectic assessment

ELP assessment

a)a) Formative selfFormative self--
assessment through assessment through 
the biography & the biography & 
dossierdossier

b)b)SummativeSummative selfself--
assessment through assessment through 
the passport & the passport & 
dossierdossier

External 
assessment

a)Continuous 
assessment by 
teachers

b) School examinations
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Necessary prerequisites & Necessary prerequisites & 
reformsreforms

Reconciling final examinations with the ELPReconciling final examinations with the ELP

Constructive alignment of FL curriculaConstructive alignment of FL curricula

Adopting appropriate approaches to FL Adopting appropriate approaches to FL 
teachingteaching

Teacher education and continuous Teacher education and continuous 
professional development (CPD)professional development (CPD)
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Concluding remarksConcluding remarks
‘‘Exploration, challenge and changeExploration, challenge and change’’
ReRe--conceptualisation of the concept of conceptualisation of the concept of 
assessment and reassessment and re--examination of its role and examination of its role and 
functions in educationfunctions in education
Not a panacea but its appropriate implementation Not a panacea but its appropriate implementation 
can have a transformative impact on FL learning, can have a transformative impact on FL learning, 
teaching and assessmentteaching and assessment
Teacher motivation, good will and a clear Teacher motivation, good will and a clear 
understanding of the ELP philosophy essential for understanding of the ELP philosophy essential for 
a bottoma bottom--up approach to implementationup approach to implementation
From ELP assessment to a wholeFrom ELP assessment to a whole--school ELPschool ELP--
oriented theory of language learning and oriented theory of language learning and 
teachingteaching
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Contact details & useful linksContact details & useful links

StergianiStergiani KostopoulouKostopoulou
Centre for Language and Communication Studies,Centre for Language and Communication Studies,
Trinity College DublinTrinity College Dublin

kostopos@tcd.iekostopos@tcd.ie

Useful linksUseful links

www.coe.intwww.coe.int/portfolio/portfolio
(European Language Portfolio, Council of Europe)(European Language Portfolio, Council of Europe)

www.tcd.iewww.tcd.ie/immigration/immigration
(English Language Support Programme, (English Language Support Programme, 
Trinity Immigration Initiative)Trinity Immigration Initiative)
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