WORKSHOP IN CRITICAL WRITING II: DRAMA

(Lit. 5-126C)

Instructor: Dr. Maria Ristani (mristani@enl.auth.gr)
Group a
 Autumn Semester 2016-17
                            COURSE OUTLINE
Week 1:    A basic introduction to the content of the course                        

               What is different about drama?
                           The duality of drama/theatre 

                           Basic concepts related to theatre

     Week 2:     A “well-made play”- Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House
                   General Analysis

                           Ibsen’s Realism/Symbolism

    Week 3:         The Elements of Drama

                            (based on examples from A Doll’s House)

· Plot/Story

· Character(s)

· Theme(s)/Ideas

· Dramatic Language (Dialogue/Monologue & Stage Directions)

     Week 4 :       Variations of the above - August Strindberg’s Miss Julie

                                   General Analysis 
                               Strindberg’s Naturalism
     Week 5 :      Tennessee Williams’ The Glass Menagerie

                     General analysis 
                               Modes of Representation (Expressionism, Anti-Realism)
     Week 6 :          Essay Writing Workshop I
                      Forming a thesis statement

                                Developing a clear argument

                                Sketching out a pre-writing plan

                                Quoting from the primary text

     Week 7:         In-Class Essay (2 hours)
    Week 8:           The Theatre of the Absurd
                      Eugène Ionesco’s The Lesson  
   Week 9 :          Deconstructing the elements of drama

                                  Samuel Beckett’s Play   
   Week 10:         Essay Writing Workshop II

                       In-class essay mistakes and further practice
                                 Distribution and discussion of take-home essays/projects

   Week 11:         The Structuring of Dramatic Language

                                  Harold Pinter’s Landscape
   Week 12:          Theatre in a mediated world
                                   Enda Walsh’s Chatroom
   Week 13:          Essay Writing Workshop III

                                  (common mistakes and things to avoid)                     
                                  Revision-Preparation for the final exam

                        Project/Essay/Review Deadline                                                                                                            
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Course objectives: 

The purpose of this course is twofold: to introduce students to the dual nature of drama as written and performance text, as well as to train students’ close reading and writing skills. References to theories of drama and the stage will be used to illuminate and complete the definition of the genre. A collection of exemplary dramatic texts will provide the necessary material for analysis and discussion in class.

Course requirements and assessment:      

Workshop attendance is compulsory. Students who accumulate more than three unexcused absences automatically fail the course.
Attendance and participation in class discussions (10% of the grade)
Students are expected to read the plays assigned each week and be ready to participate in class discussions. Attendance and participation in discussion are absolutely essential for a successful and lively seminar. 

Mid-term essay exam (30% of the grade)
Written in class (400-450 words). 30% of the final grade.  Note: Students are given the opportunity to re-write the essay if their mark is below 5.
Final essay exam (60% of the grade)
One essay of 400-450 words, worth 60% of the final grade (exam syllabus: all plays and theoretical material taught). Note: students must get a pass mark to pass the course. Students who haven’t done semester assignments may sit for the final exam, but they will not have the benefit of the grades received on these assignments.

Additional Matters
A. E-mail account and e-learning: You will need an e-mail account which you check regularly. Also make sure you check the department’s webpage www.enl.auth.gr (ανακοινώσεις) for course updates, reading and assignment pointers or office hour changes. All class material will be uploaded on e-learning platform https://elearning.auth.gr/
B. Students with disabilities: If you have a disability that may require modification in seating, testing or other course requirements, please see me early in the semester. 

Useful Resources:

· A Xerox Booklet (at Μονοχρωμία)
· Barnet, Sylvan et al.  Types of Drama  (on reserve at the library)
· Scholes, Robert et al. Elements of Literature (on reserve at the library)
· Photocopied material included in the corpus or distributed in class 
  Always savor and enjoy what you read…
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