Lit7 - 336: Race and Ideology in American Society

Instructor: Zoe Detsi-Diamanti

Office: 309 A
Office hours: Mon. 10.00-11.00, Wed. 13.00-14.00, Fri. 11.00-13.00

Email: detsi@enl.auth.gr
Tel. 2310- 997448

Course Description:

The aim of this course is to trace the contradictory representations of the racialized other in 19th-century American literature and culture. The course will explore how the new nation’s attempt to constrict the boundaries of American identity into a fixed, pure and homogenous body of values, unleashed the forces of cultural exclusion. The multicultural complexities of “American identity” will be brought into focus through a thorough study of various works by Native American, African American, Chicano writers side by side with literary and dramatic works by white American authors. 
The American Indian: From Sinister Threat to National Symbol
Mary Rowlandson, A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary 



Rowlandson

Cotton Mather, A Notable Exploit
John Augustus Stone, Metamora; or, The Last of the Wampanoags
William Apess, An Indian’s Looking -Glass for the White Man

Avatar (2009)

African-Americans: Slavery and Race in a Democratic Nation

Thomas Jefferson, From Notes on the State of Virginia, [Slavery]

Frederick Douglass, The Meaning of July Fourth for the Negro
Booker T. Washington, Up from Slavery

William Wells Brown, The Escape; or, A Leap for Freedom
12 years a Slave (2013)
Immigration and Assimilation: The Chinese

Bret Harte, Plain Language from Truthful James
Henry Grimm, The Chinese Must Go
Maxine Hong Kinsgton, from The Woman Warrior
The “Other” Consciousness: Hispanic Americans (Chicano/-a)
Gloria Anzaldua, La conciencia de la mestiza
Luis Valdez, Los Vendidos
Projects/ Oral Presentations:

1. What is the status of American Indians today?

2. Is discrimination against African Americans still existent?

3. New York’s Chinatown – a site of marginalization or cultural resistance?

4. What is the status of Hispanic Americans today?
