
Anna Piata, PhD   September 2018 
Email: piata.anna@gmail.com 
 

	
  

Short bio 
 
Since 2017, Anna has been a postdoctoral researcher and a teaching fellow at the 
Institute of Language Sciences and Communication of the University of Neuchâtel. 
Previously, she was a postdoctoral researcher at the Swiss Center for Affective Sciences 
at the University of Geneva, holding a Swiss Government Excellence Research 
Fellowship. Anna’s research interests lie in the area of semantics, pragmatics, stylistics 
and discourse analysis, with a particular focus on metaphor and, more generally, 
figurative language and thought. Throughout her research Anna is interested in how 
verbal creativity can serve as a window to better understand the intricacies of language 
and cognition. Her monograph, titled “The poetics of time: Metaphors and blends in 
language and literature” (John Benjamins), looks at novel metaphors of time, focusing 
on how poetry creatively exploits mental representations of time while at the same time 
challenging them. Other topics in her research include non-literal uses of motion verbs, 
polysemy, humor, and multimodality. Anna has been a member of the Thessaloniki 
Cognitive Linguistics Research Group since 2014. 
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2015-
September 
2017 
 

Postdoctoral researcher in the project “When time defies the clock: Fictive time 
and affective triggers in language and literature” (Supervisors: Prof. Patrizia 
Lombardo and Dr. Cristina Soriano). Funded by a Swiss Government Excellence 
Fellowship (academic year 2015-2016) and the Swiss Center for Affective 
Sciences (academic year 2016-2017). 
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January 2015-
December 
2016 
 

Postdoctoral researcher in the project “Motion verbs in Ancient Greek and Ancient 
Egyptian: A diachronic study on the linguistic, cognitive and cultural encoding of 
space”. Faculty of English Language and Literature, University of Athens, Greece 
and Excellence Cluster Topoi, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. Co-funded by the 
State Scholarships Foundation of Greece and Deutscher Akademischer Austausch 
Dienst (DAAD).  
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