Kiss Me Deadly (1955)

Directed by Robert Aldrich

Written by Albert Isaac Bezzerides

Characters

Mike Hammer, a not very honest private eye.

Dr Soberin, an evil, sadistic medical doctor

Carl Evelo, a head mafioso

Eddie Yeager, a corrupt boxing coach

Lt Pat Murphy, a policeman, Mike’s friend

Friday, a hotsy-totsy

Velda, a secretary and sexual bait for her boss

Christina, a madwoman who might not be so mad

Lily Carver, an innocent bystander or a modern Pandora?

Nick, a va-va-voom Greek immigrant

A number of unpleasant characters.

Time.

The 1950s during the Cold War period.

Place.

A post-modern Los Angeles of fast cars, a sterilized world “without culture”.

Issues to consider.

1. Notice the difference between Mike Hammer’s world and the world of the ethnic characters move in. Pay attention to the music he listens to at the beginning and in the bar scene in the end. His relations with the ethnic characters and especially Nick.

2. How can we interpret Nick’s cry “va-va-voom-pow”, the effect his fate has on Mike Hammer and the response of the Afro-American characters to Mike’s grief.

3. Comment on the critique of the USA society of the paranoid 1950s this film raises as its main theme. Remember that Bezzerides replaced the box of narcotics of the original script with the “greatwhatsit” that makes this film an appropriate one for the fifties but also pushes it into the realm of and apocalyptic fantasy.

4. Comment on the gender issues this film raises, on the depiction of women and on the issue of homosociality among men.

