Dark Odyssey (1957)

Written and Directed by William Kyriakis and Radley Metzger

Main characters
Yianni Martakis, young Greek immigrant

Nikki Vassos, the woman he falls in love with

Maria Vassos, her mother

Nikos Vassos, her father

Helen Vassos, her sister

George Andros, Yianni’s friend

Jack, Helen’s boyfriend

Pano Coupas, the seducer

Various friends, relatives, a captain, the crew, a priest.

Time 

Three days (Friday-Saturday-Sunday) in the life of a young immigrant. It’s the 1950s.

Place 

New York, Manhattan, Washington Heights, George Washington Bridge, the Hudson River.

Issues to consider.

Characterize Yianni at the beginning of the film. What do the original scenes tell us about him? Consider his status, his place of birth, his reason for immigration. How does he define himself in ethnic terms? Does he change along the way?

Consider Nikki and Helen. What distinguishes them from Yianni. What does he find shocking/atypical in them? Do they change by the end? How?

The parents stand between Yianni and the girls. Describe the way they appear to you. Do they stand between old world and new as far as their values are concerned?

What are the elements of Αmerican ideology we find in this movie? Consider what the parents say, what George Andros argues about and finally Jack’s function in this altogether Greek American household.

Consider the New York cityscape. The UN building, Flatiron etc. The view from the top of the building, the talk of bridges and waters. What themes do they evoke?

Consider the use of music and dance. What do the two occasions we witness dance signify? Belly dancing/cabaret as opposed to folk dancing/home. What is the meaning of the last dance in the plot development?

Finally, what does the movie tell us about revenge, love, the past?

