Lit7-474 Ethnicity and Literature: The Greek American Paradigm./Fall 2007.

This course familiarizes the students with the concepts of ethnicity and diaspora. Required primary reading of includes the work of Konstantinos Kazantzes, Demetra  Vaka Brown, Theano Papazoglou Margaris, H. M. Petrakis, Olga Broumas, Irini Spanidou, and others. We also screen films by directors and script writers Elia Kazan (America-America, The Arrangement), A. I. Bezzerides (Thieves Highway, Beneath the Twelve Mile Reef), H. M. Petrakis (A Dream of Kings). Issues discussed involve ethnicity and gender, cultural «transliterations», identity politics, constructions and deconstructions of «home».

Syllabus

General Background.

Γιώργος Καλογεράς. (2007). Εθνοτικές Γεωγραφίες: κοινωνικο-πολιτικές ταυτίσεις μίας μετανάστευσης.
Prose, Short stories 

Zeese Papanikolas. (1982) Αμοιρολόητος: Ο Λούις Τίκας και η Σφαγή στο Λάντλου. 
Demetra Vaka Brown. (1914) From A Child of the Orient : «In the Wake of Columbus; «The Real America.»

George P. Pelecanos. (2003) “The Dead their Eyes Implore Us.”

Novel

Irini Spanidou. (1986) God’s Snake.

Travel Narrative.

Elias Kulukundis. (2003).The Feasts of Memory: Stories of a Greek Family. 

Films.

Greek Americans (1998).

Dark Odyssey (1956).

Thieves’ Highway (1949).

Do You Wanna Dance? (2000).
Secondary Reading. Required

Dan Georgakas. «The Greeks in America.»

Charles Moskos. «The Sociology of Greek Americans.»

Khachig Tölölyan. «The Nation and Its Others: In Lieu of a Preface.»

Weekly Assignments.

11/10- Introduction-“Greek Americans”-Ethnicity 18/10- A Child of the Orient 25/10- Dark Odyssey /Discussion. 1/11-Αμοιρολόητος. 8/11-Αμοιρολόητος. 15/11-“The Dead their Eyes Implore Us” 22/11- Thieves Highway/Discussion. 29/11-The Feasts of Memory 6/12-The Feasts of Memory 13/12-God’s Snake 20/12-God’s Snake 10/1-Do You Wanna Dance?/Discussion. 17/1-Review.
Additional Secondary Sources

Marcus Banks. (1996) Ethnicity: Anthropological Constructions.

John Bodnar. (1985) The Transplanted: A History of Immigrants in Urban America. 

Mary Dearborne. (1986) Pocahontas' Daughters:Gender and Ethnicity in American Literature.
Elizabeth Ewen. Immigrant Women in the Land of Dollars.
John Higham. (1984) Send These to Me Immigrants in Urban America.

Nash, Manning. (1989) The Cauldron of Ethnicity in the Modern World.
Charles Moskos. (1988) Greek Americans: Struggle and Success. 

E. P. Panagopoulos. (1960) New Smyrna: An Eighteenth Century Greek Odyssey.
Alice Scourby. (1984) Greek Americans.
Werner Sollors. (1986) Beyond Ethnicity.Consent and Descent in American Culture.
Thernstrom, Stephan. (1979) Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups.
ATTENTION

You can get the shorter texts at “Σελήνη” across the street form campus on Konstantinou Melenikou. The Feasts of Memory and God’s Snake will be distributed by the instructor. You will pick up a copy of Αμοιρολόητος and  Εθνοτικές Γεωγραφίες from Αννικούλα, Δημητρίου Γούναρη 44. Copies of the movies are in place at the computer center in the new wing of the School of Philosophy.
