The Parallax View (1974)

Directed by Alan Pakula

Characters

Joe Frady, a journalist

Lee Carter, a television reporter

Bill Rintell, Joe’s editor

Austin Tucker, a political consultant to Charles Carroll

Sheriff L.D. Wicker, sheriff of Salmontail

Senator Charles Carroll, the first victim

Parallax assassin

Thomas Richard Linder, the first assassin

Jack Younger, a Parallax corporation recruiter

Senator George Hammond, the second victim

Location

Seattle, and the countryside (Salmontail) of Washington State.

Time

Today

Issues to consider

1.The conspiracy thrillers feature a lonely and disaffected protagonist moving through a defamiliarized world. They are marked by a distinctive, historically resonant cynicism or pessimism about the operations of institutional power.

In these films this unease about the operations of power is arguably correlated with a striking narrative confusion or irresolution.

2. The film begins and ends with investigative commissions dismissing charges of conspiracy in assassinations and concluding that the killer acted alone, exactly as the Warren Commission did after Kennedy’s assassination. How does this film comment on authority in general?

3. Consider how PV destroys the “American hero myth.” Remember that all forms of opposition are today also collective and organized into political protest groups and movements of various kinds: at which point the corporate fact and the corporate style is somehow no longer merely an aberrant business subculture, but some deeper quasi-ontological law of the social world itself. 

4. The word “View” implies location and space. How does the film treat both to reinforce the paranoia theme?

5. Consider the film within the film with its carefully chosen and suggestive series of images involving family, state, race, violence, and social and psychological inferiority and ressentiment.*

*Any cautious, defeatist, or cynical attitude based on the belief that the individual and human institutions exist in a hostile or indifferent universe or society; an oppressive awareness of the futility of trying to improve one’s status in life or in society. (Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary).

